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TO: PATRICK OGAWA
Acting _Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention:.Agenda Prepa ion

FROM: PATRICK A. WU
Senior Assistant County Counsel
Executive Office

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Robert Night v. County of Los Angeles
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 493 343

TELEPHONE

(213)974-1861

FACSIMILE

(213) 229-9924

TDD

(213)633-0901

E-MAIL

pwu@counsel.lacounty.gov

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached is
the Case Summary and Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made available to
the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and
Stunmary Corrective Action Plan be placed on, the Board of Supervisors' agenda.

PAW:cs

Attachments

HOA.1120474.1



Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Robert Night v. County of Los Angeles, Los Angeles Superior
Court Case No. BC 493 343, in the amount of $220,000 and instruct the Auditor-
Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement from the Department of
Health Services' budget.

This lawsuit concerns allegations of negligent medical care by LAC+USC
Medical Center, which contributed to Plaintiffs injuries.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

CASE NUMBER

COURT

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE (OF CASE

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.1110508.1

Robert Night v. County of Los Angeles

BC 493343

Los Angeles Superior Court — Central District

October 5, 2012

Department of Health Services

$220, 000

Daniel P. Powell, Esq.
THON BECK VANNI CALLAHAN & POWELL

Narbeh Bagdasarian
Senior Deputy County Counsel

On October 23, 2011, Robert Night, an armed
security guard, was admitted to LAC+USC Medical
Center with severe injuries. He had accidentally
shot his own leg while on duty.

To manage and control his infected wound, the
LAC+USC Medical Center staff placed Mr. Night on
antibiotics. After a few days, the antibiotics caused
an injury to Mr. Night's intestines, for which he had
to undergo an operation.

Mr. Night brought a lawsuit against the County of
Los Angeles alleging that the LAC+USC Medical
Center were negligent in maintaining him on
antibiotics for a prolonged period of time.

$19,395

$2,108



Case Name: iVight, F2oberE #3832

Summary ~orrec~~ve Action Plan

The infent ofi this farm is to assist departments In r~rtt(ng ~ correc~ve acttan ptgn summary for at~ae
hment

to the settlement dacurnents developed for the Board of 3upervfsors and/ar the Gounty of 
Los Ang~[es

Ctafms Board. The summary should be a specific overview of the ciaimstlawsutts' 1den~Pled root ca
uses

aid corrective action& (status, time frame, and responsible party). Thls summary does
 not replace the

Corrective Action Plan farm. If there is a question related to cQ,~~idgntla)Ity, please canstatt

Cour+ty Counsel. 
.

Date of incidenUev~nt
Qc#ober 23.2091

Briefly provide a descrlptton bn October ~3, 201 i. ~tobert Night, an armed securiiy guard, was

of the fnctdant/evenf: ~ admitted to i.AC+USC Msdiaal Center w[th severe fnJUries, He hid
accidsntaNy shot his o~vn leg while an duty.

Ta manage and confroE his #trfected wound, the tAC*U:3C Medical
Center staff placed Mr. ~tlgh~ on antibiotics. Afiter a few days, the

anfibfioftcs caused an inJury fry Mr, NlghYs infes~ines, for whloh he had to

undergo an operation.

Mr. Night brought a lawsuit sgalnat the Cannry of Los Angeles aHeping

LAC+USC Medical Center was negligent fn rneinfiatning him orgy
antlbtatfcs for a probnged period of time.

7. 8riafly ciescrEbe the root causes) of the ciairn/lawsuit

2. BriefEy describe recommended caRecftve actions: .
(Include each eerrectJve act[on, due ds1e, respan~ibla party, and eny disalpilnary actions i

f appropriate)

• LAC+USC created new antib~tottc guidelines for use (n orthopedic injuries.

StafF was educated about the r(sk of bowel ittJury fror►i fha use of antihiotics.
• Guidelines and precautionary sfafemenEs about the risk of bows( fn]ury ftam the us

e of certain

antfbiottcs are available to aEl L?HS sfaff on the Intranet.

• DNS created an ~duca#~anal ̀ Medtea~on Safety BIasY detailing the risks 
of an~Biatic- `

associated bawet injury;
• Ail DHS facilities have, or are fn the process of tree#ins, ~'aail[ty speci~o antibiatla guide

lines.

3. Are the corrective actfians addressing department wide system issues?

~I Yes — The carrect~ve ac#lans address department-w'sdg sys#em issues.

C1~ Nt~ —The corr~e~ve actions are only apptioable to the affected parties.
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